
 
PhUS Council Minutes 
Date January 10, 2025 

 Time 12:00 PM 
 

President David Wang  P 1st Year Rep  Miffia Huang P 
VP Internal Carmela Sangalang L 1st Year Rep Goodnews Mayom 

Deng 
P 

VP External Esther Lu P 1st Year Rep Pasley Merritt P 
AVP Internal Leanne Thieu P 2nd Year Rep Kat Su P 
VP Academic Mina Rim P 2nd Year Rep Grace Du P 
AVP Academic Rachel Jung P 2nd Year Rep Mitchell Mah P 
VP Finance Yolanda Sun P 3rd Year Rep Christina Feng R 
VP Social Emma Mills P 3rd Year Rep Ryan Kwok P 
AVP Social Jenna Zerkee R 3rd Year Rep Man Ting A 
VP Communications Thazin Maung P 2026 Grad Reps (3rd Year) Alexis Coxon 

Sonia Plaha 
P 

Secretary Alvin Adam  P R 
Sports Representative Nicholas Cheng L 4th Year Rep  Allan Ma - 
Sponsorship Coordinator Rosemary Xue R 4th Year Rep Harry Po - 
Mentorship Coordinator Amy Lee P 2025 Grad Reps (4th Year) Michelle Kim 

Sanjit Bains 
- 
- 

Senator David Qi - 
Faculty Representative  Dr. Katherine Seto P Faculty Representative  Jennifer Chatterton - 

Faculty Representative  Dr. Marion Pearson  P Faculty Representative  Gloria Cheng  - 
Faculty Representative  Jesmin Subba - Faculty Representative  Amanda Haggett - 
P (present) | A (absent) | R (regrets) | L (late) | - (not required to attend)​
Guests: Dr. Lalitha Rama-Wilms, Crish Kannan 
 
Meeting Presentation: 
 

Meeting called to order at 12:41 PM 

Approval of Minutes 

Moved:Ester Lu; Seconded: Miffia Huang 

 

 



 

Discussions: 

1.​ President 
a.​ Welcome from Our Dean Dr. Lalitha Raman-Wilms 

i.​ Dr. Lalitha 
1.​ Thank you for all the work you do 
2.​ Ensure on top of everything you all practice self care 

b.​ UptoDate 
i.​ UBC library sometimes receives requests to purchase access to the point-of-care tool 

UpToDate. We have investigated the possibility of subscribing tot his resource several 
times over the years. we have determined that the Library is unable to do so for a 
number of reasons  

1.​ Pricing model is primary geared towards individual subs  
ii.​ Institutional subscription for UpToDate is are very expensive, particularly when remote 

(off-campus) access is included. Off-campus access is essential for our users, as many are 
based at sites other then the UBC point grey campus 

1.​ For those working/learning in a clinical setting, UpToDate is available at all B.C. 
Health authorities on-site (and sometimes off-site with valid employee 
credentials). Free or discounted access is available to many UBC students through 
professional or student organizations  

iii.​ Students have the option of buying an individual subscription at a discounted rate 
through the Canadian Federation of Medical Students. The division of Family practice 
provides UpToDate access to family physicians who are members and is offering free 
access for students and residents through Mar 31, 2025. The pharmacy undergraduate 
society subscribes to UpToDate 

1.​ UpToDate is not the only point-of-care tool on the market. UBC library provides 
access to a number of similar resources 

iv.​ UBC Libray’s focus is to use available funds as advantageously as possible to provide our 
community with access to a wide variety of quality information sources. to supplement 
the UpToDate coverage that already exists for UBC learners and clinical faculty, the 
library subscribes to: 

1.​ BMJ Best Practice 
2.​ DynaMed Plus 
3.​ ClinicalKey 
4.​ Access Medicine 

v.​ Can’t ask UBC or the Library to cover this for us. I will reach out to health authorities to 
see if they can help assist and cover any of these costs 

vi.​ UpToDate is mainly used on clinical rotations which happen PY2 and PY4, will see if there 
provided by serves 

vii.​ ~34K which is a good chunk of our benefit 
1.​ Contract is running out this year, so the next counsel will need to sign a new 

contract 

 



 
2.​ Will reach out to BCPHA and other Health Authorities  
3.​ Dr. Pearson will reach out to Nursing to see what they do 

c.​ Backpacks 
i.​ If we get UpToDate covered can use some of the funds for bags 

d.​ AMS award Nomination 
i.​ The just Desserts Award 

1.​ the alma mater society awards this distinction at the recommendation of 
undergraduate and graduate student societies, to members of the UBC 
community who have shown outstanding passion and work in the spirit of 
service for students through the year 

2.​ If you have anyone in mind from this year, will bring it up next meeting to 
nominate students, faculty or staff 

2.​ VP Internal 
a.​ Clubs Fund Application - PEAC 

i.​ From Elizabeth Warren 
ii.​ PiHL x PEAC Journal Club on Jan 27th from 12-1PM 

1.​ ~40 participants 
iii.​ Purpose 

1.​ Preset an evidence appraisal regarding the RSV vaccine and pregnancy. 
2.​ It is beneficial as it informs students regarding pregnancy, as well as the RSV 

vaccine’s side effects and ability to protect the mother and fetus. This will equip 
our students with the knowledge they need to make informed decisions for their 
patients’ health. 

3.​ Learning/reviewing how the evidence appraisal process happens will strengthen 
students’ ability for independent research investigations 

iv.​ Cost 
1.​ $25 Requested 

a.​ Starbucks gift card for speaker Dr. Solomon Chow = $15 
b.​ Starbucks gift card for one random attendee = $10 

v.​ Vote: 
1.​ Yes: 16 No: 0 Abstain: 0 
2.​ Approved 

b.​ Clubs Fund Application - PEAC 
i.​ From Elizabeth Warren 

ii.​ Rho Chi x PEAC Journal Club on Feb 03rd from 12-1PM 
1.​ ~40 participants 

iii.​ Purpose 
1.​ Student presenters critically appraise articles to promote knowledge-sharing and 

evidence-based practice 
2.​ Guest speaker, Dr. Procyshyn provides expert opinions and feedback 
3.​ Enhances students' engagement with pharmacy research, critical thinking skills, 

and peer connections 
4.​ Develops scientific literacy, communication, and teamwork skills essential for 

future pharmacists 

 



 
iv.​ Cost 

1.​ $25 Requested 
a.​ Starbucks gift card for speaker Dr. Procyshyn = $15 
b.​ Starbucks gift card for one random attendee = $10 

v.​ Vote: 
1.​ Yes: 18 No: 0 Abstain: 0 
2.​ Approved 

c.​ Clubs Fund Application - PEAC 
i.​ From Crish Kannan 

ii.​ PiHL Chi x PEAC Journal Club on Jan 27th from 12-1PM 
1.​ ~40 participants 

iii.​ Purpose 
1.​ Preset an evidence appraisal regarding the RSV vaccine and pregnancy. 
2.​ It is beneficial as it informs students regarding pregnancy, as well as the RSV 

vaccine’s side effects and ability to protect the mother and fetus. This will equip 
our students with the knowledge they need to make informed decisions for their 
patients’ health. 

3.​ Learning/reviewing how the evidence appraisal process happens will strengthen 
students’ ability for independent research investigations 

iv.​ Cost 
1.​ $50 Requested 

a.​ Timbits, coffee and hot chocolate 
v.​ Vote: 

1.​ Yes: 17 No: 0 Abstain: 0 
2.​ Approved 

vi.​ Same event as prior application, due to the 75/25 rule may need to reorganize the 
applications to have food and gift cards on both  

d.​ Clubs Fund Application - PLS 
i.​ From Sophia Sung 

ii.​ PLS Leadership Conference on Feb 28th from 5:30-9:30PM 
1.​ ~100 participants 

iii.​ Purpose 
1.​ The UBC Phi Lambda Sigma (PLS) Leadership Conference aims to inspire and 

develop leadership skills among pharmacy students. Featuring sessions led by 
industry professionals, faculty, and community leaders, it covers topics such as 
mental health, entrepreneurship, and career development. 

2.​ This event provides students with tools to advance the pharmacy profession and 
unparalleled networking opportunities 

iv.​ Cost 
1.​ $500 Requested 

a.​ catering for meals and refreshments, conference materials such as 
notebooks, pens, and tote bags featuring conference logos, as well as 
curated goodie bags and entrance prizes to enhance the attendee 
experience 

 



 
b.​ will cover speaker reimbursements and thank-you gifts to recognize their 

contributions, as well as equipment rentals for workshops and 
networking events 

v.​ We can’t vote on this as it is a for-profit event. They have a ticket charge per student it 
becomes auto rejected 

3.​ VP Academic 
4.​ VP Finance 
5.​ Sponsorship Coordinator 
6.​ VP Social 
7.​ VP Communications 
8.​ Mentorship Coordinator 
9.​ Secretary 
10.​Senator 
11.​Sports Rep 
12.​Grad Reps 2026 
13.​4th Year Reps 
14.​Grad Reps 2025 
15.​1st Year Reps 
16.​2nd Year Reps 
17.​3rd Year Reps 

 

 



 

Round Table: 

Faculty NTR 
President Make sure everyone submits rubric for RxRun club so I can get back to them this 

weekend 
 
Reminder for constitution review to make edits by February 07, 2025. Will have a 
few more guest that week as well for minutes. Meeting for the constitution review 
will be February 14th 

Secretary NTR 
VP External NTR 
VP Internal NTR 
VP Academic   Feb 11th for pipeline meeting. Second will be March 11th. Both will be 12-1PM over 

zoom. At least one rep per year needs to be there. Pipeline form will be closed by 
friday night, and consolidated on sunday so it’s easier for reps to bring forward. 
 
Working towards IA averages in process 
 
Forgot to post January selfcare rafel, so will pull 4 winners in February 

VP Social 166 Guests for gala, finishing up rest of work, still looking for sponsors but have set 
aside space for them 
 
Skits Night 

-​ AMS signed the contract today, forsure on Thursday March 20th 
-​ Would really appreciate if faculty can join us 

-​ Will contact Tony about changes to touch base 
VP Finance  NTR 
VP Communications NTR 
Sponsorship 
Coordinator 

Yolanda (proxy) - Lunch and Learn with Rexall was yesterday and went well. Will 
reach out to them again as a gala sponsor. They wanted to review the sponsors again 
 
Next lunch and learn will be with L’oreal on Feb 6 

Sports Rep Feb 19th for Ski and snowboard confirmed. It’s the middle of the week and couldn’t 
negotiate another day (~35-40 people, will cap off around 60) 
 
Sports night 

-​ Doesn’t look promising 
-​ other events are occupying all the time, not to positive that we can get a 

result 
-​ perhaps we could book another spot on campus 

Mentorship 
Coordinator 

Posted a survey to update electives guideline 

 



 
Senator - 
Grad Reps 2025 - 
Grad Reps 2026 Hoodies sales were successful and everyone has picked up 

 
Barcrawl was on friday, went really well. Had very positive feedback for venues 
 
Will confirm, cake and champagne venue in the next two weeks. Dates by the end of 
next week. Ticket sales will be the week after reading break 

1st Year Reps Movie games night on monday, room has been confirmed. Have voted on a theme 
and will start working on skits night 

2nd Year Reps Skits night had our first meeting, and have started writing with a couple themes 
trying to narrow it down. Cold plunge will be on Monday after NEPH EOB. Will poll 
for a games night 
 
Nothing the faculty can do about having classes in the forestry building 

3rd Year Reps Skits meeting went well, have another next week. Still working on script writing 
 
Im working on the student response data and will have that ready to be presented to 
Dr. Seto by the end of the week 

4th Year Reps - 
NTR = Nothing to Report 
Meeting Adjourned: 12:47 PM 
Moved:Ester Lu; Seconded: Miffia Huang 
Be it resolved that the PhUS council adjourns the meeting. 
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